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Abstract: Tanzania holds most of the remaining large populations of African lions ( Panthera leo) and has
extensive areas of leopard habitat ( Panthera pardus), and both species are subjected to sizable harvests by sport
hunters. As a first step toward establishing sustainable management strategies, we analyzed harvest trends
for lions and leopards across Tanzania’s 300,000 km2 of hunting blocks. We summarize lion population
trends in protected areas where lion abundance has been directly measured and data on the frequency of
lion attacks on humans in high-conflict agricultural areas. We place these findings in context of the rapidly
growing human population in rural Tanzania and the concomitant effects of habitat loss, human-wildlife
conflict, and cultural practices. Lion harvests declined by 50% across Tanzania between 1996 and 2008, and
hunting areas with the highest initial harvests suffered the steepest declines. Although each part of the country
is subject to some form of anthropogenic impact from local people, the intensity of trophy hunting was the
only significant factor in a statistical analysis of lion harvest trends. Although leopard harvests were more
stable, regions outside the Selous Game Reserve with the highest initial leopard harvests again showed the
steepest declines. Our quantitative analyses suggest that annual hunting quotas be limited to 0.5 lions and 1.0
leopard/1000 km2 of hunting area, except hunting blocks in the Selous Game Reserve, where harvests should
be limited to 1.0 lion and 3.0 leopards/1000 km2 .
Keywords: harvests, Panthera leo, Panthera pardus, population trends, sport hunting
Efectos de la Cacerı́a Deportiva sobre Poblaciones de Leones y Leopardos en Tanzania

Resumen: Tanzania mantiene la mayorı́a de las poblaciones remanentes de leones Africanos ( Panthera
leo) y tiene extensas áreas de hábitat de leopardo ( Panthera pardus), y ambas especies son sujetas a cosechas
considerables por cazadores deportivos. Como un primer paso hacia el establecimiento de estrategias de
manejo sustentable, analizamos las tendencias de cosecha de leones y leopardos en los 300,000 km2 de
bloques de cacerı́a de Tanzania. Sintetizamos las tendencias poblacionales de leones en áreas protegidas
donde la abundancia de leones ha sido medida directamente, ası́ como datos sobre la frecuencia de ataques
de leones sobre humanos en áreas agrı́colas altamente conflictivas. Ubicamos estos resultados en el contexto
de la población humana en rápido crecimiento en Tanzania rural y los efectos concomitantes de la pérdida
de hábitat, el conflicto humanos-vida silvestre y las prácticas culturales. Las cosechas de leones han declinado
50% en Tanzania entre 1996 y 2008, y las áreas de cacerı́a con las cosechas iniciales más altas sufrieron
las declinaciones más pronunciadas. Aunque cada parte del paı́s está sujeto a alguna forma de impacto
antropogénico por habitantes locales, la intensidad de la cacerı́a deportiva fue el único factor significativo
en el análisis estadı́stico de las tendencias poblacionales de leones. Aunque las cosechas de leopardos fueron
más estables, regiones fuera de la Reserva de Caza Selous con las cosechas iniciales de leopardos más altas
también mostraron las declinaciones más pronunciadas. Nuestros análisis cuantitativos sugieren que las

†† email

packer@umn.edu
Paper submitted July 14, 2009; revised manuscript accepted April 13, 2010.

1
Conservation Biology, Volume **, No. **, ***–***

C 2010 Society for Conservation Biology
DOI: 10.1111/j.1523-1739.2010.01576.x

Trophy Hunting of Lions and Leopards

2

cuotas anuales de cacerı́a se limiten a 0.5 leones y 1.0 leopardo/1000 km2 de área de cacerı́a, excepto
los bloques de cacerı́a en la Reserva de Caza Selous, donde las cosechas deben limitarse a 1.0 león y 3.0
leopardos/1000 km2 .

Palabras Clave: cacerı́a deportiva, Panthera leo, Panthera pardus, cosechas, tendencias poblacionales

Introduction
Although habitat loss and retaliatory killing are generally considered the primary threats to large felids across
Africa (Ray et al. 2005; IUCN 2006; Bauer et al. 2008),
hunting can also deplete animal populations (e.g., MilnerGulland et al. 2003; Fryxell et al. 2010), especially in
felids in which sexually selected infanticide is common
(e.g.,Whitman et al. 2004; Caro et al. 2009). For example, excessive trophy hunting appears to have caused
large-scale declines in African lions (Panthera leo), American cougars (Felis concolor), and possibly African leopards (Panthera pardus) (Packer et al. 2009). Across
seven countries (lions) and 11 U.S. states (cougars), jurisdictions with the highest sport-hunting harvests per
1000 km2 of habitat subsequently showed the steepest proportional declines in harvests. The growing use
of dogs to hunt leopards in Zimbabwe, and declining
leopard harvests in Zambia and Zimbabwe (Purchase &
Mateke 2008; Balme 2009; Packer et al. 2009; Balme et al.
2010) have also raised concerns about leopard management and trophy hunting.
Tanzania has an extensive network of national parks
(38,365 km2 , including Ngorongoro Conservation Area),
game reserves (102,049 km2 ), and game-controlled areas
(202,959 km2 ), and has more lions than any other country in Africa. Four of the continent’s six largest remaining
populations of lions occur in Tanzania in the Serengeti,
Maasai Steppe, Selous, and western Tanzania (Fig. 1).
Leopards are common throughout Tanzania, and the
country has been granted one of the highest export quotas for leopard trophies by CITES. In addition, Tanzania
is the most popular destination for sport hunting of lions
and leopards (http://www.unep-wcmc.org/citestrade/)
in the world. An average of 243 wild lion trophies were
exported per year between 1996 and 2006. In Zimbabwe
and Zambia 96 and 55 trophies/year, respectively, were
exported, and no other country exported more than 20
per year (Packer et al. 2009). Tanzania also exported
an average of 303 wild leopard trophies/year, whereas
Zimbabwe exported 300 per year and no other country
exported more than 100 per year.
Lions and leopards throughout Africa are subject
to widespread loss of habitat, prey depletion, and
human–animal conflicts that are associated with rapid human population growth (e.g., Ray et al. 2005; Woodroffe
& Frank 2005; IUCN 2008). In Tanzania, human population growth has been particularly high along the borders
of the wildlife areas (Fig. 2a), and deforestation has accelerated in the past 15 years (Packer et al. 2009) with
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concomitant declines in herbivore populations (Stoner
et al. 2007). Thus, there is an urgent need for quantitative
analysis to establish sustainable harvest practices, while
taking care to disentangle the impacts of trophy hunting
from these other anthropogenic factors. Trophy-hunting
quotas for lions and leopards have never been based on
rigorous quantitative analysis of harvest patterns in any
country (Packer et al. 2009).
Data on lion population trends in Tanzania are available
from long-term studies conducted in a small number of
protected areas where trophy hunting is not permitted
(e.g., Kissui & Packer 2004; Packer et al. 2005a), but
no comparable population data exist for leopards. The
population status of both species is unknown in all of
the country’s hunting blocks. Nevertheless, three factors
allow Tanzania’s trophy harvests to be used as indirect
measures of population trends (Packer et al. 2009). First,
hunting companies invest enormous effort into locating
lions and leopards, and most animals are shot at baited
stations. Male lions frequently scavenge (Schaller 1972)
and are thus especially susceptible to baiting. Second,
clients must purchase a “21-day safari package” to be
granted permission to hunt lions or leopards in Tanzania.
Sales have grown by 60% over the past decade, and overall
quotas for lions and leopards have also risen (Fig. 2b).
Third, a substantial proportion of Tanzania’s lion trophies
in 2006–2008 consisted of subadult males (see Fig. 5 in
Packer et al. 2009), which is a sign of over-exploitation
(e.g., Allendorf & Hard 2009). Therefore, any decline in
harvest likely reflects declining population size.
We assessed whether trophy hunting has had measureable effects on the abundance of lions and leopards in
Tanzania. We tested whether hunting areas with the highest harvest levels subsequently showed signs of overhunting. Additionally, we used data from long-term studies of
lions conducted in Tanzania’s phototourism areas to examine whether any of these largely unhunted populations
have been affected by trophy hunting. We also evaluated
the potential effects of other anthropogenic factors, such
as conversion of natural vegetation to agriculture, human
population density and growth, the presence of ritual
and retaliatory killings, and proximity of wildlife habitat
to human-occupied areas.

Methods
Continuous, long-term records of individual lions have
been collected in 2700 km2 of Serengeti National Park
since 1966 (Packer et al. 2005a), in the 250-km2 floor of
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Figure 1. Map of protected areas and hunting areas in Tanzania (ellipses, major ecosystems within the country).
No settlements are allowed in game reserves (GR) and national parks (NP); only pastoralist Maasai are allowed to
reside in Ngorongoro Conservation Area (NCA); and settlements are permitted in game controlled (GCA) and
open areas (OA). Trophy hunting is prohibited inside national parks and the Ngorongoro Conservation Area.
Ngorongoro Crater since 1963 (Kissui & Packer 2004),
and in 2000-km2 of Tarangire National Park since 2003.
Comparable short-term studies of individual lions were
conducted in 600–850 km2 areas of the Matambwe Phototourism Area of Selous Game Reserve in 1996 and 1999
(Spong 2002) and in 2007–2008. We did not consider
data from a 1992 study by Creel and Creel (1997) because of the small size of the area they covered (90 km2
vs. 725 km2 in subsequent studies) and because of atypically high lion density in their lakeshore study area.
Female lions in Serengeti, Tarangire, and Matambwe
were fitted with radio collars and located and observed
two to eight times per month. We used these data to
determine the group membership of each pride. Ngorongoro Crater is primarily open grassland; thus, individual
lions could be located opportunistically. Our estimates
of lion density in Katavi National Park came from Caro
(1999), who surveyed 80 km of ground-based transects
twice annually since 1995 and controlled for variations
in visibility along the width of each transect in his surveys. Cases of lion attacks on humans are reported to District Game Offices throughout the country (Packer et al.
2005b). We updated data from districts with the highest number of lion attacks in the country over the past
two decades (Lindi, Masasi, Mkuranga, Mtwara, Ruangwa,

Rufiji, and Tunduru districts) to extend the analysis to
2008.
The CITES office at the Division of Wildlife Headquarters in Dar es Salaam provided data on quotas and harvests of lions and leopards in each hunting block, as well
as the national totals of clients and 21-day safaris. We analyzed the harvest data at two scales: individual hunting
blocks and seven geographically discrete regions. Hunting blocks are leased by the Tanzanian government and
range in size from 141 to 8440 km2 (mean [SD] = 1695
km2 [1339], n = 168). We restricted our block-level analysis to the 45 blocks in the Selous Game Reserve because
the German Technical Assistance agency, Gesellschaft
für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ), had spent considerable development funds on record keeping in the
Selous (Baldus & Cauldwell 2004; Caro et al. 2009; LeaderWilliams et al. 2009) and because records were available
from an average of 87% of the Selous blocks each year (vs.
only 69% in the rest of the country). In the regional analysis, we considered seven discrete areas: Maasai steppe
(22 blocks), northwestern Tanzania (4 blocks), greater
Serengeti (8 blocks bordering Serengeti National Park),
western Tanzania (42 contiguous blocks), Selous Game
Reserve (45 blocks), a set of blocks near Selous Game
Reserve first hunted in 2002 (14 blocks), and a set of
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Figure 2. Human population growth and demand for
lion and leopard trophies in Tanzania. (a) Annual
population growth from 1988 to 2002 in wards
located each distance from national parks and game
reserves (numbers above bars, number of wards;
lines, SE). Wards <5 km from protected areas grew
faster than those 5–25 or >25 km away ( p < 0.001).
(b) Total number of 21-day safaris (double line, solid
squares) and total quotas for lions (solid diamonds)
and leopards (open circles) across all of Tanzania’s
hunting blocks.

blocks near Selous hunted since 1996 (7 blocks). For
each hunted area, we defined the initial hunting intensity as the average annual number of animals harvested
per 1000 km2 in 1996–1999. We then calculated the harvest regression coefficient for 1996 through 2008. The
annual rate of change in lion harvest was the regression
coefficient divided by the initial intensity. Because the
rate of change approaches zero at high initial intensities,
we log-transformed all data sets where initial intensities
exceeded 3 trophies·1000 km−2 ·year−1 .
We estimated potential habitat loss with data from
1997 on land conversion to agriculture within or adjacent
to each wildlife area (FAO 2002). We used data from the

Conservation Biology
Volume **, No. **, 2010

national census (Tanzanian National Bureau of Statistics
2002) to measure human population density in 2002 and
the rate of human population growth in each ward between 1988 and 2002). Ward-level growth rates were calculated from photographs of 1988 ward-boundary maps
stored at the National Bureau of Statistics in Dar es Salaam.
For most areas, quantitative data were not available for
prey loss, extent of retaliatory killing, ritual killing, or disease, so we noted only presence or absence of each factor
(Table 1) and whether felids living in phototourism areas
were affected by trophy hunting (e.g., Tarangire lions regularly move into hunting blocks from the national park).
As a measure of overall exposure to anthropogenic effects of local people, we distinguished between hunting
blocks that were completely surrounded by other hunting blocks and blocks that abutted non-wildlife areas and
were thus located along an “edge.” Proportion of edge
is the total area of edge blocks in a particular ecosystem
divided by the total hunted area in that ecosystem.
For the analysis of the regional trophy harvests, we
constructed a priori candidate models to test the effects of hunting intensity, agriculture, human population density, human population change, and “edge effects” (Table 2). We sought the best model(s) to account
for harvest trends in each species. Statistics were run
in PROC REG in SAS (version 9.1, SAS Institute 2002).
We performed model selection with Kullback–Leibler
(K–L) information–theoretic approach with Akaike’s information criterion corrected for small sample size (AICc )
(Burnham & Anderson 2002; Anderson & Burnham
2002). For each candidate model, we used the residual
sum of squares (RSS) to calculate the values for AICc :
AICc = (AICi − min AIC), where min AIC is the minimum AIC value of all models, ωi is the Akaike weight
(weight of evidence that model i is the best approximating model given the data and the set of candidate models)
(Burnham & Anderson 2002).
Mean harvest intensities and harvest trends were tested
for normality by regressing the residuals against normal
probability curves. We detected no significant deviations
or evidence of kurtosis.

Results
Across the five long-term lion studies in nonconsumptive protected areas, lion numbers remained the same
in one population (Matambwe), increased in one population (Serengeti), and decreased in three populations
(Tarangire, Katavi, and Ngorongoro), and the frequency
of lion attacks on humans also declined in the agricultural
areas of coastal Tanzania (Fig. 3).
The Serengeti and Ngorongoro lions suffered from severe disease outbreaks (Table 1). Whereas the Serengeti
population recovered quickly (Packer et al. 2005a), the

Y
0.54
Y
2.62
1.36
2.00
Y
1.42
2.26
Y

2,000 2003–2009 −0.64 0.031
50,036 1996–2008 −0.04 ns.
725 1997–2009 −0.20 ns.
44,244 1996–2008 −0.51 0.006
13,774 1996–2008 −0.10 ns.
17,295 2002–2008 −0.41 0.119

58,704 1990–2008 ±0.24 0.05e

trophy hunting
trophy hunting

photo tourism 143,138 4,300d 1995–2009 −0.50 0.016
trophy hunting 143,138 121,551 1996–2008 −0.57 0.004
3,995 1996–2008 −0.45 0.034

photo tourism 90,089c
trophy hunting 90,089

58,704

agriculture

−0.11 ns

−0.10 ns

+0.13 ns
−0.03 ns

+0.05 ns

−0.15 ns

−0.25 ns

4.11

1.08

0.64
1.72

2.45

1.36

2.30

42.9

2.45

0.40
5.08

17.1
12.5

0.02
2.01

0
16.9

0
0.67
6.89

32.62

28.43

4.35
6.61

13.05
7.60

2.95
2.51

15.52
9.04

9.77
13.35
11.14

2.51

4.34

2.97
4.15

2.40
1.43

1.26
1.06

2.95
4.96

9.53
3.59
3.72

Y

Y

Y
Y

Y
Y

Y
Y

Y
Y

N
Y
Y

Y

Y

Y
Y

Y
Y

Y
Y

Y
Y

Y
Y
Y

quadratic term.

N

N

Y
Y

Y
Y

N
N

N
N

N
Y
Y

Y
Y
Y

Y

100%

Y
76%

100%
100%

Y
34%

Y
69%

N
Y
100%

Leopard
Leopard
Proportion
Human
Human
harvest
harvest/
agriculture population
population
Retaliatory Ritual
trend a
1000 km2 /
in 1997
density per
growth
Prey
lion
lion
Proportion
( r2 , p) yr 1996–1999
(%)
km2 in 2002 1988–2002 (%) lossb killingb killing Disease
edge

are based on annual lion surveys in the photo tourism areas and on lion and leopard harvests in the hunting areas over the years specified in each row.

4,240

trophy hunting

90,089
90,089

photo tourism
trophy hunting

52,836
52,836

250
25,000
25,000

photo tourism
photo tourism
trophy hunting

N
Y
2.06

Years

Lion
Lion
population
harvest/
or harvest
1000 km2 /
trend a ( r2 , p) yr 1996–1999b

250 1989–2009 −0.23 0.027
2,700 1989–2009 +0.74 <0.001
11,597 1996–2008 −0.44 0.026

Type of
area

b Abbreviations: N, no threat; Y, threat present.
c Total area of photo tourism areas: 2996 km2 .
d Area repeatedly surveyed (80 km of ground transects).
e Number of lion attacks on humans, r2 and p are for the

a Trends

Greater Serengeti
Ngorongoro Crater
SE Serengeti National Park
Serengeti blocks (8)
Maasai Steppe
Tarangire National Park
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Table 1. Summary of threats to Tanzania’s lion and leopard populations.
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Table 2. Akaike information criterion (AIC) test of the contribution of each variable to lion-harvest trends and leopard-harvest trends in six
sport-hunting areas.∗
Model
Lion harvest
lion trophy hunting
null model
proportion edge
lion trophy hunting + proportion edge
proportion agriculture
Leopard harvest
log leopard trophy hunting
null model
proportion agriculture
log leopard trophy hunting + proportion edge
Human population change

K

AICc

AICc

ωi

2
1
2
3
2

−46.64
−39.31
−38.02
−37.65
−37.43

0.00
7.33
8.62
8.99
9.21

0.922
0.024
0.012
0.010
0.009

2
1
2
3
2

−37.85
−35.37
−33.29
−31.93
−31.81

0.00
2.48
4.56
5.92
6.04

0.637
0.184
0.065
0.033
0.031

∗

The model with the lowest AIC and highest Akaike weight (ωi ) values is the best model, although any model with a ΔAIC value of <2 would
be considered a plausible alternative. Models with ΔAIC greater than the null model can be disregarded ( Burnham & Anderson 2002) ( K =
df). All the same variables were tested for both species, but only the top five models for each are reported.

abundance of Ngorongoro Crater lions remained below
carrying capacity due to recurrent epizootics (Kissui &
Packer 2004). This population also suffered mortality
from Maasai herders (Kissui et al. 2009).
The Matambwe and Serengeti study populations were
exposed to modest levels of trophy hunting, whereas the
Tarangire population spent 4–6 months of the year outside the National Park, where they are subject to high
levels of retaliatory killing in response to cattle depredation (Kissui 2008) and to trophy hunting. In contrast,
Katavi lions were relatively sedentary, and their numbers
were low as a result of high trophy harvests in the surrounding hunting blocks (Kiffner et al. 2009).
Lion harvests declined significantly in four of seven
hunting areas across the country: the northwest, the
west, around Serengeti National Park, and inside Selous
Game Reserve (Fig. 4; Table 1). Record keeping was most
thorough inside the Selous Game Reserve and provided
the best opportunity for a block-by-block analysis. The
“retention scheme” in Selous also provided higher levels of antipoaching and infrastructure development than
any other hunting area in the country (Baldus & Cauldwell 2004; Leader-Williams et al. 2009), so we considered
hunting trends in this area separate from other areas.
Lion harvests inside the Selous Game Reserve declined
most steeply in blocks that experienced the highest legal harvest per 1000 km2 in 1996–1999 (Fig. 5a). Human
settlement is not permitted inside Tanzanian Game Reserves, so none of these blocks suffered any loss of habitat
from agriculture or deforestation. Lion harvests did not
decline more rapidly in the “edge” blocks of the Selous
than in blocks that were completely surrounded by other
hunting blocks. In the remaining six hunting areas, regions with the highest initial trophy harvests per 1000
km2 again showed the steepest proportional declines in
harvest (Fig. 5b). No other variable (e.g., agriculture, human population density, etc.) had a statistically significant
effect (Table 2).
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In contrast to lions, leopard harvests have not shown
statistically significant harvest trends in any of the seven
hunting areas (Fig. 4). Nevertheless, harvests in the northwest declined by about 10% per year since 1996, and harvests around Serengeti declined 5% per year. Within the
Selous Game Reserve, hunting harvests declined more
steeply in the blocks with the highest harvest level in
1996–1999, but this trend was not significant (Fig. 5c).
Across the rest of the country, the proportional decline
in leopard harvest was significantly higher in areas with
the highest initial harvests (Fig. 5d), and trophy hunting
was the only important variable (Table 2).
Reports by hunting operators and tour guides inside
Selous indicate leopard abundance has increased in the
past 5 years. Selous hunting blocks with the highest average lion harvests in 1996–2008 showed the largest increases in leopard harvests (Packer et al. 2009).

Discussion
Trophy hunting appears to have been the primary driver
of a decline in lion abundance in the country’s trophyhunting areas and is likely affecting lion abundance in
Katavi National Park and possibly Tarangire National
Park. In contrast, lion abundance was unchanged in two
of the three phototourism areas that are only minimally
affected by trophy hunting; lion abundance has fallen
in Ngorongoro Crater even though the area is protected
from hunting. We lacked independent estimates for leopard population trends, but trophy hunting may have similarly driven a decline in leopard abundance in several
areas outside Selous. In contrast to the conclusions of
IUCN (2006) and Bauer et al. (2008), reports, we were
unable to detect any consistent impact from habitat loss
or human–carnivore conflict in hunting areas, although
retaliatory killing was substantial in several of the protected areas.
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Figure 3. Long-term data on lion population density in (a) Matambwe Phototourism Area, Selous Game Reserve,
(b) Serengeti National Park, (c) Tarangire National Park, (d) Katavi National Park (SE), and (e) Ngorongoro
Crater and on (f) the number of lion attacks in Lindi, Masasi, Mkuranga, Mtwara, Ruangwa, Rufiji, and Tunduru
districts (reported to the Tanzanian Wildlife Authorities) (solid lines, total population density; dotted lines, adult
density; diamonds, annual surveys; lines without diamonds, continuous observations).
Trophy Hunting
In Tanzania the Selous Game Reserve is the largest contiguous hunting area uninhabited by humans and is thus

the area most exclusively affected by trophy hunting
(Caro et al. 2009). The simulation models of Whitman
et al. (2004) predicted that removing 10% of ≥4 yearold-male lions each year would cause an eventual 50%
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Figure 4. Average number of
lions (heavy lines, diamonds)
and leopards harvested (thin
lines, circles) in major hunting
areas (solid regression line,
statistically significant declines
between 1996 and 2008;
dashed regression line, not
significant).
decline in the total population. The average annual harvest in Selous was 2.62 males per 1000 km2 in 1996–1999,
which would have comprised 9.4% of 27.9 adult males
per 1000 km2 in the Matambwe phototourism sector. In
the Katavi–Rukwa ecosystem, an average of 10.8 males
were shot each year between 1996 and 2008, a period
when an estimated average of 38 adult males occupied
the entire area (Caro 2008; Kiffner et al. 2009), making
annual harvests about 28.4% of males. Thus it is plausible that trophy hunting has reduced the lion population
inside Katavi National Park, as suggested by Kiffner and
colleagues (2009). High lion harvest around Zimbabwe’s
Hwange National Park has had measureable effects on
the population inside the Park (Loveridge et al. 2007,
2009), whereas seasonal movements of lions originating
from Tarangire National Park may have helped sustain
harvests in nearby hunting blocks—an effect that counters extensive human population growth and habitat loss
in the Maasai Steppe.
At least three factors may be responsible for stability of leopard harvests. First, widespread declines
in lion abundance could have released leopards from
interspecific competition (Crooks & Soulé 1999), and
leopards seem to have benefited from declining lion
numbers in Selous Game Reserve (Packer et al. 2009),
although we have only anecdotal reports that leopards
have increased in the Selous. Second, about 30% of Tan-
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zania’s documented leopard trophies are female (Spong
et al. 2000). Packer et al. (2009) showed that cougar populations can theoretically withstand higher levels of harvest of females than males, and the same pattern should
occur in any other polygynous species with sexually selected infanticide. Third, hunting companies might have
put more effort into shooting leopards as lions became
more difficult to locate in their hunting blocks.
Loss of Habitat and Prey
As seen elsewhere (Wittemyer et al. 2008), human population growth is highest in wards located <5 km from
Tanzania’s wildlife protected areas (Fig. 2a). Tanzania has
lost >37% of woodland and forest habitat since 1990
(Packer et al. 2009), and bushmeat poaching has increased throughout the country (Jambiya et al. 2007),
further reducing the prey base for lions and leopards.
Bushmeat poachers operate within Katavi National Park
(Caro 2008), the western edge of the Serengeti ecosystem
(Sinclair et al. 2008), and in most hunting areas around the
country (Caro & Andimile 2009). In northern Serengeti
National Park, lions were largely extirpated in the 1980s
by poachers setting snares for herbivores (Sinclair et al.
2003). Matambwe lions have died after eating poisoned
carcasses set out to kill crocodiles in Selous. Conversion of rangeland to agriculture in the Maasai Steppe
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Figure 5. Proportional change in harvest of lions and leopards versus average harvest in 1996–1999: (a) lion
harvest patterns in hunting blocks in the Selous Game Reserve (r2 = 0.57, n = 44 blocks, p < 0.0001) and (b) lion
harvests in the six ecosystems outside of Selous (r2 = 0.87, n = 6 ecosystems, p = 0.0064) (M, Maasai Steppe, 24
blocks; n, northwestern Tanzania, 4 blocks; SE, Serengeti, 8 blocks; SN, new blocks outside Selous, 16 blocks; SO, old
blocks outside Selous, 7 blocks; W, western Tanzania, 54 blocks; SG, Selous Game Reserve, 45 blocks [plotted for
comparison]); (c) leopard harvest patterns in hunting blocks in the Selous Game Reserve (r2 = −0.11, n = 32
blocks, p = 0.0600); (d) leopard harvests in the six ecosystems outside Selous (r2 = −0.71, n = 6 ecosystems p =
0.0345) (Selous again plotted for comparison).
has blocked several migratory routes of Tarangire’s wildebeest and zebra populations, which has likely forced lions
to rely more on livestock when outside the park (Kahurananga & Silkiluwasha 1997). Tanzanian districts with
the highest number of lion attacks on humans have the
lowest abundance of natural prey (Packer et al. 2005b),
and villages with the most lion attacks on humans have
lower richness of prey species than neighboring villages
without attacks (Kushnir et al. 2010).
Although rapid human population growth and high
human population density in several areas would seem
likely to have contributed to declining harvests (Table 1),
lion and leopard harvests have been stable in the Maasai
Steppe and in the older hunting areas around Selous,
despite widespread conversion of land to agriculture and
high human population density (Table 1). Thus, losses
of habitat and prey do not explain changes in lion and
leopard harvests in hunted areas (Table 2). These effects
may be obscured, however, by the seasonal influx of lions
from nearby National Parks (as for the Maasai Steppe) and
by limitations in our data (data on agriculture were from
1997, and the last Tanzanian census was in 2002).

Retaliation
Retaliatory killing mostly affects lions; local communities seldom succeed in retaliating against stock-killing
leopards (Kissui 2008). Retaliatory killing likely occurs
in every area, but has been prominent in Tarangire,
Ngorongoro Crater, and districts along the coast that
have high levels of attacks on humans. Around Tarangire
and in most of the Ngorongoro Conservation Area, Maasai kill lions in direct proportion to the number of cattle lost to lions (Kissui 2008; Ikanda & Packer 2008).
Across the nation, the number of lion attacks on humans
increased dramatically in the late 1990s (Packer et al.
2005b), possibly as a result of extensive flooding during the El Niño rains of 1998. Retaliatory lion killing in
coastal districts intensified in 2004–2005, and few cases
of attacks on humans have been reported in the past
few years (Fig. 3f). Members of Tanzania’s largest ethnic
group, the agropastoralist Sukuma, kill lions in response
to livestock depredation (Abrahams 1967). The Sukuma
have recently settled in wildlife areas (Brandstrom
1985; Paciotti et al. 2005) and may have reduced lion
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abundance in several hunting areas. Sukuma poisoned 22
lions in 2005–2006 in one block near the Selous (R. Shallom, personal communication). Sukuma have also killed
lions in Maswa Reserve (adjacent to the Serengeti) and
in the Katavi–Rukwa ecosystem. Nevertheless, the number of lions killed by sport hunters has been stable in
the Maasai Steppe, despite intensive retaliatory killing of
lions from the Tarangire National Park. Thus, retaliation
is unlikely to be the major cause of the overall decline in
lion harvests in hunting areas (Table 2).
Ritual Killing
Leopards are not killed in rituals. Maasai kill lions for ritual
purposes (Ala-mayo), but such incidents are uncommon
in the Serengeti-Ngorongoro ecosystem (∼2 per year)
relative to retaliatory killing (3–4 per year) (Ikanda &
Packer 2008) and trophy harvests (11.5 per year). Ritual
killing appears to be rare in Tarangire compared with
retaliatory killing (Kissui 2008). The Datoga rituals are
similar to those of the Maasai (Wilson 1952; Klima 1965),
and, like the Sukuma, they have recently settled in wildlife
areas in central and western Tanzania. Lion killings by the
Datoga have been documented north of the Selous and
in the West, but precise impacts on lions are difficult
to evaluate. Sukuma conduct ritual killings in western
Tanzania, the extent of which is unknown.
Disease
Diseases of lions have been studied only in Serengeti and
Ngorongoro Crater, and no quantitative data are available
on diseases of leopards in Tanzania. Severe drought led
to fatal infections of canine distemper virus and babesia
in Serengeti lions in 1994 and Ngorongoro Crater lions in
2001 (Munson et al. 2008), and the Ngorongoro Crater
lions also suffered from two undiagnosed epizootics in
1994 and 1998 (Kissui & Packer 2004) (Figs. 3b & e). The
Ngorongoro Crater population appears to be immunocompromised by a high degree of inbreeding (Kissui &
Packer 2004); a similar situation in South Africa’s Hluhluwe iMfolozi Park was ameliorated by translocating unrelated animals into the park population (Trinkel et al.
2008). Thus, chronic vulnerability to disease largely results from inbreeding in small, isolated lion populations,
and disease outbreaks are unlikely to have contributed to
the persistent population declines in any of the hunting
areas.
Harvest for Body Parts and Edge Effects
Although lion teeth and claws have long been sold in
local markets and Sukuma use lion parts as medicine,
there are so far no reports of lion bones being exported
from Tanzania as substitutes for tiger bones in traditional
Chinese medicines.
Hunting areas located adjacent to human-dominated
areas did not have larger declines in lions or leopards than
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hunting areas that were buffered from human-dominated
areas, suggesting that the overall effects of local people
have been less severe than the effect of sport hunting.

Recommendations
Sport hunters are extremely efficient in locating their
quarry, lion and leopard trophy hunting specifically targets adult males, and each male replacement has profound effects on the reproduction of multiple females.
Tanzania currently allows about 500 lions and 400 leopards per year to be killed for sport in an area of
300,000 km2 (1.67 lions and 1.33 leopards/1000 km2 ).
The proportion of male lions removed by trophy hunters
in the mid- to late 1990s was unsustainable (28%/year in
some areas).
Lion hunting should not exceed 1.0 lions/1000 km2 in
the Selous Game Reserve (Fig. 5a), whereas an upper limit
of 0.5 lions/1000 km2 should be imposed for the rest of
the country (Fig. 5b). Within the Selous, leopard harvests
increased 2%/year despite an annual average offtake of
2.9 leopards/1000 km2 (Fig. 5c); thus, an upper limit of
3.0 leopards/1000 km2 would be prudent. In the rest of
the country, leopard quotas should not exceed 1.0 leopard/1000 km2 (Fig. 5d). If these recommendations were
adopted, national quotas would total about 180 lions and
400 leopards/year. These numbers still exceed current
harvest levels, but, if they were adopted, hunting effort
would be distributed more evenly across the country.
A strict age minimum would help ensure safe harvest
levels despite uncertainties about local population sizes
(Whitman et al. 2004, 2007). Restricting harvest to male
lions that are ≥5 years old may be sufficient to minimize
the population impacts of trophy hunting, even if every ≥5-year-old male was removed every year (Whitman
et al. 2004, 2007). Lion ages can be reliably estimated in
field conditions (Whitman & Packer 2007), and Mozambique’s Niassa Reserve has successfully implemented a
6-year age minimum for hunted lions (Begg & Begg 2009),
and a few Tanzanian hunting companies have voluntarily
set a 6-year age minimum. A safe minimum age for leopards may be 7 years (Packer et al. 2009). Age-assessment
criteria, however, are not yet available for leopards, and
it is unknown whether leopard ages can be estimated
reliably in the field.
Lions and leopards are CITES-listed species; thus, every precaution should be taken to prevent harvesting that
could cause populations to decline. We therefore recommend, first, that Tanzania reduce quotas to 0.5 lion (or 1.0
in Selous) and 1.0 leopard (or 3.0 in Selous)/1000 km2 .
Comparable statistical analysis should be performed in
other range states, as sustainable offtake rates are likely
to vary between countries. Second, professional hunters
and clients in every range state should be educated as to
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how to estimate ages of lions (Whitman & Packer 2007).
Third, the age of each trophy lion should be independently validated by post-mortem photographs illustrating
physical features that indicate age (e.g., nose coloration)
and tooth x-rays (pulp cavities enclose by year 4 in lions)
and physical measurement of tooth wear (Whitman &
Packer 2007). Fourth, underage trophy lions should not
be exported. Fifth, similar age-assessment criteria and export policies should also be developed for leopards.
Trophy hunting has been considered essential for providing economic incentives to conserve large carnivores
(e.g., Baker 1997; Hurt & Ravn 2000; Child 2004; Lindsey
et al. 2006; Dickson et al. 2009). Nevertheless, successful
conservation clearly requires that hunting harvests not
exceed sustainable levels.
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